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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Preliminary amendment dated 1/25/06 has been received and entered. Claims 1-9 are 
currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Adams 
(3,501,841). 

Re claims 1, as depicted in figs. 1-4, Adams discloses a roughness measurement 
device having a roughness sensor (e.g., pick-up head 26). The roughness sensor has a 
sensor tip (e.g., stylus 46) and an electromagnetic transducer (50-53), which controls a 
recorder and transmits an electrical output. (Col. 6, lines 33-63). The transducer (50-53) 
. is equivalent to a converter). The unit delimited by its housing (24) can be considered a 
"receiving device". On the inside this unit has a "recess" (the interior space) for the 
adjustable along the rails (25 and 27) reception of a part (30), referred to as a "sleeve". 
Part (30) is a "feed device" since it displaced the sensor (26) along the rails (25 and 27) 
over the workpiece (16). The device further has a thick glass plate (e.g., a cuboid 
"plastics" body) having an optically level reference surface (29). This body is the "test 
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standard of fixed roughness" (the roughness remains unchanged" which is "disposed on 
the receiving device" and even "disposed in the recess"(Col. 3, line 70 to Col. 7, line 45). 

Re claim 2, Adams discloses on the inside this unit has a "recess" (the interior 
space) for the adjustable along the rails (25 and 27) reception of a part (30), referred to as 
a "sleeve". The device further has a thick glass plate (e.g., a cuboid "plastics" body 28) 
having an optically level reference surface (29). This body is the "test standard of fixed 
roughness" (the roughness remains unchanged" which is "disposed on the receiving 
device" and even "disposed in the recess" (interior space)(C.ol. 3, line 70 to Col. 7, line 
45). 

Re claim 3, Adams discloses the thick glass plate (e.g., a cuboid "plastics" body 
28) having an optically flat reference surface (Col. 5, lines 20-27). 

Re claim 4, as depicted in figs. 1-4, Adams discloses the device further has a thick 
glass plate (e.g., a cuboid "plastics" body 28) having an optically level reference surface ' 
(29). This body (28) is the "test standard of fixed roughness" (the roughness remains 
unchanged" which is "disposed on the receiving device" and even "disposed in the 
recess"(Col. 3, line 70 to Col. 7, line 45). As depicted in fig. 1, Adams discloses the thick 
glass plate (e.g., a cuboid "plastics" body 28) has a box-shaped portion. 

Re claim 5, Adams discloses the device further has a thick glass plate (e.g., a 
cuboid "plastics" body 28) having an optically level reference surface (29). This body 
(28) is the "test standard of fixed roughness" (the roughness remains unchanged". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams 
(3,501,841). 

Re claim 6, Adams discloses the device further has a thick glass plate (e.g., a cuboid 
"plastics" body 28) having an optically level reference surface (29). This body (28) is the 
"test standard of fixed roughness" (the roughness remains unchanged". While Adams 
does not specifically disclose that the testing standard is a molded copy of an adjustment 
standard, the test standard would operate equally as well whether it is a molded copy of 
an adjustment standard. Furthermore the test standard serves the same purpose as the 
adjustable standard, which is to compare the tested surface with the reference surface (29) 
of test standard (29). Therefore, to employ Adams on a testing standard that is a molded 
copy of an adjustment standard would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention since this reference explicitly teaches a test standard used 
for the purpose of comparing to a surface being tested. 

Re claims 7-9, Adams discloses the unit delimited by its housing (24) can be 
considered a "receiving device". On the inside this unit has a "recess" (the interior space) 
for the adjustable along the rails (25 and 27) reception of a part (30), referred to as a 
"sleeve", the device further has a thick glass plate (e.g., a cuboid "plastics" body 28) 
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having an optically level reference surface (29). This body (28) is the "test standard of 
fixed roughness" (the roughness remains unchanged" which is "disposed on the receiving 
device" and even "disposed in the recess"(Col. 3, line 70 to Col. 7, line 45). While 
Adams does not specifically disclose a pocket located in the wall of the recess, the 
dependent claims 7-9 concern only minor routine modifications which a person skilled in 
the art would make on the basis of familiar considerations, especially since the resulting 
advantages are readily foreseeable. Therefore, to employ Adams on a testing standard 
located in a pocket which is located in the wall of the recess would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since this reference explicitly 
teaches a test standard that is disposed in a recess. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamiko D. Bellamy whose telephone number is (571) 272-2190. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
' system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Tamiko Bellamy 
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